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What We Believe 

 At the heart of our community is a belief that how we live is more important than what we 
believe.  We follow a progressive form of Christianity at Mount Seymour which means 
among other things: 
 

 We take the Bible seriously but not literally. 
 We understand the Bible as a human product, written in the context of two ancient 
communities.  It is a record of how those people understood and experienced God and their life 
of faith.  We use the Bible as a central source of wisdom, inspiration, understanding and 
guidance for our life. 
 

We follow the Way of Jesus 
We look to the story of Jesus and the way he lived his life as a model for our own living.  We 
understand Jesus as both a figure of history and a mysterious presence we refer to as Christ 
within and among us.  Through this understanding we gain a deeper sense of what it means to 
be created in the image of the divine. 
 

We are not alone.  God is with us. 
We call “God” by many names and experience the sacred in a variety of ways.  We experience 
God as something larger than ourselves and yet part of us.  We understand God in human 
form primarily through Jesus. 
 
Our Life Together. 
We gather in community for support, challenge, accountability and to experience the sacred in 
a particular way. Journeying with others reminds us of the foundations of the Christian path 
which include prayer and contemplation; the work of seeking justice for our world and for our 
earth; and compassionate living.  Communal life provides the opportunity to engage the rituals 
of the Christian tradition, particularly communion and baptism, which help to shape, form 
and sustain us.  
 

Our Purpose. 
To be transformed and to be part of transforming our world into a just, peaceful and 
sustainable earth home.  
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Our  

 25 year 

  journey 

Our Ministers 

Rev. Brian Thorpe  1989 – 1993 

Rev. Jim Allan   1994 – 1998 

Rev. Philip Cable  1998 – 2000 

Ret. Rev. Don Robertson 2003 

Rev. Nancy Talbot  2004 - Present 

Our Music Leaders 

Donna Crook   1989-2008 

Brian Tate   2008-2010 

Dominique Hogan  2010-2013 

Marcus Mosely(Gospel Choir) 2011-2014 

Donna Dinsmore  2013-  

Our Administrators 

Betty Hodgson   1989-1996 

Joyce Ellis   1996-2004 

Kathryn Clinton   2004-2014 

 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE  

Built on a Rock: Celebrating 25 

foundational years of Mount Seymour 

United Church while building for the 

Future  

Imagine my surprise when I found a copy of the 

order of service for the official opening and 

dedication of our building 25 years ago and 

discovered the biblical text used that day was 

Matthew 7: 24-29 in reference to a house built upon a rock.  In my 

annual report this year I had used the same passage to describe the 

foundational work we have been about lately as we anticipate a major 

renovation of our 25 year old building.  Hearkening back to our core 

identity is what this 25th anniversary celebration is all about for me, a 

reminder of where we have come to inform us as we carry on into the 

future.  As I have read through many reflections on those early days of 

our church it’s encouraging to see that so much of what was important 

then remains. 

We have recently adopted a purpose statement describing Mount 

Seymour as a place of “Being Community, Living Generously and Spirit 

Nourishing.” Reading through an article by Rev. Brian Thorpe describing 

the key factors that shaped the early community of Mount Seymour 

one can see a direct link from the past to the present.  The church was 

founded on the principles of financial responsibility; mission to the 

surrounding community; an open door; celebration; and a proclamation 

of the Christian story rooted in everyday experiences. 

 As we move into the next phase of our ministry our intention is to build 

on those principles to better serve the community in its current context 

while remaining true to our Christian calling to live and share the gospel 

of peace and goodwill for all.  In recognition of the fact that Sunday 
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morning can no longer be the primary doorway into the church, we’ve 

recently decided to adapt our space to provide increased programming 

for those who are “spiritual but not religious” and those who are 

looking for ways to engage their faith outside of worship.  A renovated 

space will offer more opportunities to minister through our Thrift Shop 

which provides a significant part of our financial revenue and is our 

primary place of connection with the community.  Our goal is to 

become more of a “mixed economy church” with multiple entry points. 

The new configuration of our building will include: 

The Sanctuary as a place for worship, concerts, film nights and other 

community gatherings. 

The Thrift Shop as a dedicated space that continues to be “a growing 

community outreach through extraordinary people who share their 

time and knowledge to support our neighbours, a place to nurture the 

spirit where all are welcome.”(from the Thrift Shop Mission Statement) 

The Café Space as an intentional “community livingroom,” a place of 

hospitality for Thrift Shop customers and volunteers; community meals; 

café worship; theological discussions and coffee house type gatherings. 

The Multipurpose Room at the end of the lobby to be used for 

meditation and yoga classes, the library, children’s community, AA and 

as a quiet space for families during memorial services.  It will be have 

several doors that open onto the narthex extending our capacity to 

host larger events. 

Offices to accommodate our evolving staff and a renovated front 

reception area for volunteer greeters and receptionists. 

The Preschool Space will continue to provide early childhood 

development opportunities for families with young children in our area.  

 

Our hope in making these changes is not only to enhance our capacity  

for ministry but also to strengthen our viability and sustainability in an 

increasingly secular world.  Maintaining a large church building in this 

current climate no easy feat but we feel well positioned to do so. 

Much has changed both in and around Mount Seymour over the last 25 

years, but much has stayed the same including the foundations upon 

which the church was built; a love of Christ and his ministry and a 

desire to respond to the call to serve.   

May those who have gone before us and served so faithfully and 

generously inspire us to do the same as we enter the next quarter 

century of being the church at 1200 Parkgate Avenue. 

In gratitude and celebration,  Rev. Nancy Talbot 

REPORT FROM OUR COUNCIL CHAIR 

 In 2014 we celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the building and the congregation 
whose foresight, leadership and financial 
stewardship built this church.  It gives me 
great pride to be part of a church 
community with such inspirational 
leadership, hardworking staff and 
committed volunteers all backed by an 
open and caring congregation.   

The purpose of Council is to represent the congregation and support 
the work of the various teams and committees including; 
administration, congregational life, mission and outreach, worship and 
Christian development and ministry and personnel. 

In this regard the focus of Council this year has been to particularly 
support the committees which have been working hard on finding ways 
the church can continue to provide a variety of spiritual based  
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programs and initiatives in a creative manner not only to meet the 
spiritual needs of the congregation but also to reach out to the local 
community.    

The two important committees which have been serving in this regard 
are the (1) Joint Needs Assessment Committee which continues to 
review and plan sustainable staffing for supporting the church of today 
and tomorrow and (2) the Building Committee which has been charged 
with repurposing our building in a cost effective way to better sustain 
our current ministries and provide for future programs.  These 
committees are faced with challenges which require choices and 
compromise and so I want to especially thank everyone who has 
participated and continues to give of their time towards this important 
work.  

On behalf of Council, I would like to acknowledge and thank our 
dedicated staff, Kathryn Clinton and our ministry team, led by Rev. 
Nancy Talbot and our associate minister Donna Dinsmore, Anne Ellis, 
our children’s community leader, Dominique Hogan and Marcus Mosely 
for our gospel choir and Mary Sparks and Lena Dabrusin for our 
children’s music ministry program.   

It has been a privilege to serve as Chair and I thank all of the talented 
members of Council for their service during the year.    

It's exciting times as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the building 
and contemplate its future together! 

Respectfully submitted,   

Kelly Vogt 

 

 

 

 

IF WE BUILD IT – WILL THEY COME 

(We Did – They Did) 
 

Excerpts from the 10th Anniversary Celebration 

By Ted Butterfield 

It was early spring of 1989 the halls were full of amateur partners, 

scaffolding, tarps, and large buckets of paint in several colors.  Nights 

and weekends the final troop of church-member volunteers were busy 

applying a second coat of paint, the finishing touches to “their new 

church” just a few weeks before the official opening and dedication – 

the handing over of the keys – on April 30, 1989.  Mount Seymour 

United Church was literally built by 150 new and long-term members.  

The day was a proud culmination of a long process that began with 

tentative steps taken several years earlier by the congregations of Deep 

Cove and Mount Seymour United Churches. 

Mount Seymour United Church – a worship place, a community centre, 

public auditorium, youth drop-in place, host to many, many different 

groups – was created from the ideas and energy of many people over a 

six-year period. 

Prior to 1983 there were two separate United Churches east of the 

Seymour.  That was before the new Parkway Bridge and Parkgate 

Shopping Centre, when only about 10,000 people lived in the area 

concentrated in communities at either end.  Each of the two 

congregations had a long history that went back 40-50 years.        

   *************** 

April 30, 1989 was the official opening presided over by Rev. Douglas 

Bacon, Past Chair, Vancouver-Burrard Presbytery; Al Dahlo, Board 

Chair; Gail Reed, Chair of the Trustees; Betty Hodgson, Church 

Coordinator and Ted Butterfield, Chair, New Church Development. 
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We were in our new home, and with new energy, a proud place in the 

Parkgate Centre serving the East of Seymour Community.  We built it.  

You came. 

UPDATE:  

CROSS IN THE 

SANCTUARY 

The wooden cross was originally from 
Deep Cove United Church. It was 
refinished by James Fulton and put up 
for a Lenten service in 2005.  As the 
story goes after Lent, Dermott 
McInnes said, “It looks good” and so it 
stayed. 

PROJECTOR SYSTEM  

In 2006 we had purchased a video 
projector for meetings and for use in the 
Sanctuary. It was useful for services but 
the light from the skylight made it difficult 
to see. We hired a consultant and he 
recommended a high powered projector 

to be projected to a 12 x 18 ft screen behind the choir loft. In 2008 we 
purchased the system and the operation of the system has been carried 
out by the Branch family ever since. 

SOUND SYSTEM 

The sound room was built as part of the 
original building. Wiring was installed to a 
mike panel at the front of the church and 
speakers were installed on both sides of the 
Sanctuary. In 2008 a major upgrade was 

completed with a new board and with speakers mounted on the ceiling 
beam in the center of the church. In 2010 we added a CD recorder to 
record services and in 2013 we switched to a MP3 recorder. 

THE BANNER 

 

The banner was commissioned on October 29, 1989 by Rev. Brian 

Thorpe and lovingly sewn by Earla Blackwell, Joan Fowler, Dorothy 

Johnson, Inez Taylor, Sue Teleske, Kay Thompson and Marilyn Thorpe. 

 

Excerpts from the 10th Anniversary Celebration 

In February 1989 Joan Fowler was approached to form a committee to 

create a large wall hanging or banner to decorate the bare left-hand 

wall of the Sanctuary.   The suggested dimensions were roughly eight 

feet by twelve feet.  It was soon apparent that the recommended size 

was unwieldly and almost unworkable.  Thus the decision was made to 

go with three four by eight panels to create a triptych.   

On October 29, 1989 the banner was commissioned.  It was lovingly 

conceived and sewn by Earla Blackwell, Joan Fowler, Dorothy Johnston, 

Stan Joughin, Inez Taylor, Sue Teleske, Kay Thompson and Marilyn 

Thorpe with spiritual and theological guidance provided by Brian 

Thorpe.  It brings together the life of our community and the traditions 

of our Christian faith through the use of powerful and familiar images. 
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PIANO & ORGAN 

The organ was purchased 

specifically for the new building.  

and put in memory of Clarence 

Rendle and donated by Eileen 

Rendle.  The baby grand piano was 

purchased  through a fundraiser 

where keys were sold to individuals 

as well as the Deep Cove Junior 

Choir. 

COMMUNION TABLE 

This table was purchased 

specifically for the new 

building.  The pewter 

pitcher and goblets were 

purchased with a 

donation from the 

Memorial Fund made by 

Bette McDonald in memory of Bob McDonald. 

PULPIT  

The pulpit frontal was commissioned by 

Dorothy Redlinger.  It was made in 1991 

by Anthea Mallinson, a well -known 

North Vancouver tapestry artist.Colors 

for the hand-dyed wool were chosen to 

blend in with the banner already in 

place.  In the center is a cross; behind it 

is a circle representing the sun or a 

source of spiritual l ight.  This stands for the element, fire.  

Around that is a circular band with  images of native plants to 

represent the earth.  Surrounding that is another circular 

band containing images from the ocean to represent water.  

The four corners are blue rays representing air.  Thus all four 

traditional elements of creation are displayed . 

BAPTISMAL FONT  

The baptismal font was purchased 

specifically for the new building.  The 

font was donated by Jean Cliff in memory 

of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Paterson and the 

bowl was donated by Jim and Donna 

Crook, Art More and Bruce More in 

memory of Rev. Bill and Elsie More.  The 

old font from Deep Cove Church was refurbished by James 

Fulton and is now used as a flower stand.  

MEMORIAL BOOK 

When the church was built the 

planning committee decided 

against installing memorial 

plaques.  Instead they purchased  a memorial book in which 

all memorial donations were to be recorded.  The book rests 

on a stand made by Don Giles.  Jessie McCready lovingly 

recorded names in beautiful italic script.  

BENNETT STAINED GLASS 

WINDOW 

Eric and Doris Bennett were long time members 

of Deep Cove and Mt. Seymour United Church. 

Eric passed away in 1997 and Doris in 2004. 
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Excerpts from the 10th Anniversary Celebration 

Shortly after the new building was opened Eric Bennett, one of the wise 

older men of the congregation, and one who never shrank from a new 

challenge noted aloud that “real churches have stained glass and we 

don’t.”   

 

He went immediately to work on the piece that graced the northern 

most window in the Sanctuary.  Each piece was cut precisely to 

measure and painstakingly fixed in place.  The window features the 

crest of the United Church of Canada, the burning bush representing 

the Presbyterian church, the open Bible representing the Methodist 

congregations and the white dove for the Congregationalists.  The 

fourth section is the symbol of the United Church, the alpha and 

omega.   

The labour of love turned out magnificently.  It served as both a 

meaningful decoration in our Sanctuary and as a reminder of the 

talented and creative gentleman who made it.  It was dedicated to 

those who served in the 2nd World War. 

UPDATE: 
Doris Bennett’s will contained four 

bequests for the church, one of 

which was for the purpose of 

commissioning and installing a 

stained glass window similar to the 

one made by Eric. 

 

To implement Doris’ wishes the 

Worship and Christian Development Team together with the Memorial 

Gift Committee undertook a project to come up with a design that 

would integrate the new window with the interior design of the 

Sanctuary.  Three professional stained glass artists were contacted and 

asked for their individual recommendations. 

The project that was approved by the Church Council concerned the 

fact that the original design of the Sanctuary intended a clear view 

through the windows into the trees and should be maintained.  Robert 

Keillor, the artist, suggested that Eric’s window could be the 

centerpiece of a new window which could be back lighted in a box and 

mounted on the wall next to the windows.  This would combine Doris’s 

windows and Eric’s in a single work of art.  It would also offer visual 

balance to the large banner on the opposite wall. 

 

THE WALL IN THE GREAT HALL  

 

The Administration Team held a series of meetings with users of the 

Hall and representatives from the Thrift Shop and Preschool to discuss 

temporary solutions to the space shortage. Out of these meetings came 

a proposal to build a temporary wall that would section off about 1/6 of 

the Hall, to provide the much needed space for the Thrift Shop.    

 

With the additional space, the Thrift Shop has been able purchase new 

portable racks and permanent display units. This has significantly 

reduced set up/take down time and the amount of goods that have to 

be packed away on Thursdays. 
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LABYRINTH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Newton, Colleen Last and Jane Osborne finish painting 

the labyrinth in our church parking lot. 
 

Our labyrinth, funded through a community grant,  was created in the 
parking lot in the summer of 2012 and uses what's known as sacred 
geometry. Even its east - west positioning has significance.  A labyrinth 
has only one path to the center and is designed to help quiet the mind 
for deep connected thought or it can be directed towards devotion and 
prayer. 

 
 

PEACE POLE 

The peace pole was erected in October 

1996.  The garden in which it stands was 

created in April 1997.  The pole was donated 

by the World Peace Prayer Society in Japan; 

the garden was a gift from Dorothy 

Redlinger.  Inside the pole are peace prayer 

messages from Japan and from members of 

our congregation.  The garden and pole 

serve as a reminder of the need for world 

peace. 

CHOIRS 

It’s hard to believe we have been singing in the Mt. Seymour United 

Church for 25 years. 

Joyful Noise was the combination of the two choirs; the Seymour 

church on Berkley and the Deep Cove United Church. Donna Crook was 

our director in Deep Cove for many years, before becoming the director 

in the new church at Mt. Seymour United on the Parkway. Donna and 

Jim were the most dedicated people I have seen and given much of 

their time and talents to our church for many years. We can’t thank 

them enough. 

When Mt. Seymour United opened its doors we had approximately 20 - 

23 members in the choir, wore blue choir gowns, with white stoles and 

sat in the choir loft at the front of the church. Choir Members have 

come and gone since 1989 but we still sing on. 

The name “Joyful Noise” was decided upon by our choir  because we 

were having too much fun. Between the choir parties we had at 

Christmas and June Wind up, the celebrating of birthdays with cake and 

coffee following practice, Christmas caroling from the Crook’s house, 

followed by goodies and Jim’s famous Rum and Egg Nog, entertaining in 

the Atrium, singing at other churches, sometimes joining in singing with 

other choirs, roasting ministers at church parties, Gillian’s fabulous 

poems for every special occasion, taking part in family talent nights 

…..there was never a dull moment. 

In the last six or so years we sang under the direction of Brian Tate, 

who came with many talents and taught us how to sing Gospel, with 

some African flavor. Brian also held a few workshops, plus he organized 

two multi choir concerts as fund raisers for our Mt. Seymour Church. It 

was at this period in time we said good-bye to our stoic choir gowns to 

replace them with a more modern, comfortable, look – wearing dark 

bottoms and solid color tops.  
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Following Brian Tate’s direction came Dominique Hogan, who also 

comes from an accomplished musical background. We had two great 

years with her as our choir leader.  

Donna Dinsmore, who joined us in 2013,  is our present choir director 

and assists in the ministry as well, a woman of many talents.  She is 

teaching us how to sing harmony without looking at any notes and she 

keeps reminding us to sing from our diaphragm. We have had many 

laughs together. Our goal is to improve our Congregational Singing 

experience, but most of all to sing with Joy!  

All of our directors had and have many talents, giving us different ideas 

and thoughts about singing and that anyone can sing if they really want 

to. Each one of them has made a huge contribution to the growth of 

Mt. Seymour United Church worship with music. 

Words cannot express how much we appreciate each and every one of 

their talents and time spent with us and we hope that our message in 

singing is inspirational in some small way. We welcome any new  

members who wish to join us in singing with open arms. 

 Happy 25th Anniversary Mt. Seymour United! 

Your Choir Member, Marlene Plezia 

 

GOSPEL CHOIR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2008, Brian Tate started a monthly drop-in Community Gospel 
Choir which has been very popular. Marcus Mosely and 
Dominique Hogan have continued to lead this choir for the last 
three years.  Marcus brings such a rich history and background as 
well as his amazing voice and leadership to the music. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  

In the Fall of 1989, Roxie Giles started the Junior Choir. In 1997, Shelly 
Burns led Children's Choir. Jennifer Nielsen took over in 1998. Kelly 
Crook led  the  choirs (children and youth) from 1999 until Brian Tate 
took the choirs over in 2008. Mary Sparks led the Children's Choir and 
Pandora Furniss led the Youth Choir in 2010. Mary has remained the 
Children's Choir leader and Lena Dabrusin joined Mary in 2012 to help 
lead. 
 
UPDATE: 
Mount Seymour United Children’s choir has experienced a lot of new 
energy and growth in the past few years. Early in 2013  the choir  was 
renamed “Shout it Out!” to reflect the groups’ desire to express 
themselves through song.  We have 12 regular singers between the 
ages of 5 and 11 years.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bottle of Joy Musical held in May 2013 
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THE THRIFT SHOP 

 Excerpt from the 10th Anniversary 

The Thrift Shop opened its doors in September 1990.  Its main purposes 

were to reach out into the community and  to earn a bit of money for 

our church. 

The summer before opening, Jean Roberts and Gladys Johnston spent 

hours sorting through clothes unsold at the garage sale.  They visited 

other thrift shops for ideas on pricing and policies.  They then cleaned 

out the unfinished choir room which was also used as storage space. 

Throughout the years 

volunteers have come 

forward willingly to help 

make this venture a huge 

success.  The thrift shop’s 

success has grown beyond 

all expectations.  Is all the 

work really worth the end 

result?  Thrift shop 

volunteers ask that question 

frequently.  The thrift shop performs a valuable service to the 

community which we hope will continue as long as there is a need for 

it. 

UPDATE: 

GLADYS’ DREAM CONTINUES TO THRIVE 

One of the key characteristics of a great leader is that their ideals and 

objectives continue after they decide to hand over the reins.  Gladys 

retired in 2013:  a momentous change for the management of the 

Thrift Shop.  Her dreams however live on for the 80 volunteers who 

give so much of their time and dedication to her vision of providing 

community, providing quality second-hand goods to those who need 

them, and assisting many other local charities. 

 

Gladys Johnston and other church 

members head off to the YMCA 

Awards Night. Gladys received a 

Judge's Choice Woman of Distinction 

Award for her work with the Thrift 

Shop in 2011 

 

FROM CAROL KELLY 

After Gladys Johnston retired in 2013, after over 20 years of heading up 
the Thrift Shop at MSUC we are now on to new challenges and 
direction.  Currently a Team of 10 volunteers work on the 
administration and sales procedures.  There are currently over 85 active 
and semi-active members of the Thrift Shop.  We continue to provide 
quality "gently used" goods which provide a great community service - 
both to those who purchase these good and those who donate items 
which are now recycled to good use.  We assist many charities with 
donations  of funding, clothing and serviceable goods, as well as 
providing a friendly community for the volunteers.   
 
We work on four days each week, sorting the donations which come in 
from all over the neighbourhood.  On sorting days there may be 10 
volunteers each day working on checking and pricing the items to be 
sold.  Each Thursday 30 volunteers, on several shifts, serve 
approximately 300 customers during our newly extended hours of 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.   

We are now happy that a recent vote by the congregation approved 
renovations to the current building to provide a permanent space for 
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the Thrift Shop.  This will reduce the time spent setting up and packing 
up the Shop each Thursday as well as make more efficient use of the 
space for our sorting, drop off and storage.  We look forward to that in 
the fall of 2015 (if all goes well).  
 
An additional feature of the Thursday Thrift Shop is a Tea Room where 
customers can drop by to visit, rest and chat with friends over a cup of 
tea, coffee or juice with a sweet at a nominal price.  This has proven to 
be another successful community outreach of the Thrift Shop. 
 
Where do we go from here?  We will have to take a look into the 
"crystal ball"... but hopefully we can carry on together with the 
cooperation of the congregation, volunteers (both from the church 
community and outside) and the generous donations from those in the 
surrounding area.  Thanks to you all as we move forward. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH COMMUNITY 
Sunday School and Youth Programs were run by volunteers until 

1996 when Martyn Woolley was hired as our Youth Leader and 

Sunday School Head Teachers, John Fournier and Pascal held that 

position in 2001-2002. In 2004, Christine Ellis was hired as the 

youth leader and Jen-Beth Fulton took over what is now called 

Children's Community. Heather Andrews held the position of 

youth leader for 2006-2006. Wade Lifton joined us in 2007 as 

Children and Youth Leader. In 2010 Bethel Lee was hired as our 

Children and Family minister. In 2012 Anne Ellis took over the 

position. 

 

Update - May 2014 

We have a vibrant and fun 
Children’s Community at 
Mount Seymour. I was a 
child at Mount Seymour 
when we still called it  

UPDATE by Anne Ellis: 

Sunday School and I remember feeling like Church was a second 
home; a place where my larger family gathered and I was 
welcome, safe and loved. These are the same ideals myself and 
my team of leaders strive to bring to our children today. Not 
always an easy task, but one we are committed to and passionate 
about providing for our younger church members.  

We have recently made some changes to the way we run Sunday 
Morning. Each week our children are invited to watch a video 
which tells a story from the bible. Then we have a time of 
questions where they can ask and answer anything they are 
curious about the story. After this is a time of activity – games, 
crafts, drama, lego, making snacks. They are invited to choose an 
activity they are interested in doing. This gives them the freedom 
to further explore the story in a way that works for them.  

During this time the older children and youth are invited to a time 
of further reflection and digging deeper into the meanings of the 
stories.  

We also have a program for youth called ‘Got Questions’. These 
sessions, currently run monthly and are an opportunity for our 
youth to ask all their questions: What is God? What is Baptism? 
Who wrote the bible? These sessions are always fun and full of 
excellent conversation and lots of curiosity.  

Thank you, Anne (Andrea) Ellis, Children and Youth Ed. 
Coordinator  and the Children and Youth Team.   
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25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

By Gillian Cole 
 

For 25 years we've walked these hallowed halls 

And ushered many through the sanctuary doors 

We've welcomed each and every one as though 

Their comfort was our main and primary cause 

So much that happens here is pre-ordained 

And then there are surprises, mine and yours 

That boost our energy and make us laugh 

And want to celebrate with loud encores 

I'm very thankful to have been a part of 

What collectively each one of us explores 

The heart of what this church conveys 

To us right now and our inheritors. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

                 May 4, 2014 

    25th Anniversary Celebration 

         There’s More to Come! 

Announcements and welcome  

OPENING HYMN  

God of life, in Christ you lead us   VU#528   Tune: HYFORDOL 

Lighting the Christ Candle   

Sung Response   Behold, Behold      MV#115 
 

Sharing the peace of Christ 

Singing    I’ve Got a River of Life 

Gathering time    Anne Ellis 

Remembering the early days 

Rev. Brad Newcombe 
Ted Butterfield 
Scripture reading   Genesis 12: 1-9    Rev. Don 
Robertson 

Reflection    There’s More to Come     Rev. Nancy Talbot 

Prayers of the People   Rev. Brian Thorpe 

Offering 

CHOIR    

Closing song   God is here!   VU#389   Tune:  

NETTLETON   

Sending Forth 

Rev. Nancy Talbot 

Associate Minister and Music Leader: Donna Dinsmore 

Children and Family Ministry Coordinator: Anne Ellis 

Children’s Choir Directors: Mary Sparks & Lena Dabrusin 

Office Administrator: Kathryn Clinton 


