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Message from Our Minister

Easter: The Season of Resurrection

When we tell the Godly Play story of how the
church tells time to the children, the words used
to describe the season of Lent and Easter are as
follows:

0The time for gettin
close to the mystery of Easter is longer

than the time for getting ready to come

close to the mystery of Christmas. This

is because Easter is an even greater
mystery than Christmas. In fact, it is so
great t hat you <canot
Sunday, it goes on for six more Sundays
and makes a whole sec

Over the years | have come to realize just how
much of a mystery Easter is for most people. We
who are more liberal in our theological thinking
have difficulty embracing the notion of a physical
resurrection of Jesus body. In our rejection of
that possibility, we o ften dismiss the real power
of resurrection in our lives and in our world. Or,
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we limit the concept of resurrection to what
happens to our loved ones after they die.

For those of us who have been reading Borg and
Cr o s s Bha &ast Week this Lent, it & been
quite liberating to be invited to see the
resurrection as a parable that speaks to
important truths about our faith. Those truths
include the possibility of personal transformation
and rebirth when we allow ourselves to die to a
way of life that does n 6 t serve us
have been forced to carry a painful cross. It also
includes the affirmation that if Jesus is risen and
reigns among us, the domination systems of our
world that kill and oppress do not reign supreme.
Love and compassion do.

These personal and political notions of
resurrection speak to a powerful presence
mysteriously at work in the here and now. They
are so much stronger than our celebration of the
return of spring that enlivens our spirits at this
time of year. For the bro ken and discouraged
they are life altering truths worth embracing.

Christ is Risen! Let us proclaim our belief
through our trust in the mysterious divine to do
more than we can ever imagine.

Rev. Nancy Talbot

0 hat we might dare rebirth:
Shaping a world that welcomes
gentleness,

a world that dances with joy,

a world where God is at rest;

A world shaped not simply for
ourselves,

but for all living yet to come.”

From a prayer in Circles of Grace by Keri
Wehlander
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Sacred Dance Workshop with Keri Wehlander
April 28 from 9am -1pm
Children Welcome!

Dancing can be a powerful form of worship. Learn to dance and
integrate this creative art form into worship services.

Keri Wehlander has worked in a variety of United Church settings
and leads retreats and workshops on a regular basis. A dancer,
writer, poet and liturgist, Keri is the author of Joy is Our Banquet and
Circles of Grace, resource books of liturgies for all occasions.

Early Registration before April 14 is $20 for adults, $15 for youth and $25 for families. Add
$10 after April 14. Registration forms are in the Narthex, in the office or online at

www.mtseymourunited.com.

Seekers Group
April 23 & 30, May 7 & 14 from 7 -9 p.m.

A==
Adults and Youth become full members of Mount
Seymour through various means: by transferring
membership from another church; through baptism or
through reaffirmation of baptismal faith. If you are
interested in becoming a member of our congregation,
or if you are simply interested in exploring the Christian
faith and learning more about the United Church, this
group is for you. We will meet at t he church on four
consecutive Monday nights for two hours beginning on
April 23 We will spend our time discussing our
understanding of God, Jesus, the Bible and the United
Church of Canada. For those who wish, there will be an
opportunity to officially jo in the church during Sunday
morning worship on May 27". Please sign up on the
action table or speak to Rev. Nancy. She can also be
reached by email at nancytalbot@telus.net.

Ongoing Weekly Activities

Sunday  6:30-8:30 p.m. Junior Youth Group

7:30-9:30 p.m.  Senior Youth Group
MonWed 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Thrift Shop Sorting
Tuesday 12 p.m. Fellowship and Craft Group
Wed. 9:30 a.m. Disciple Bible Study
Thursday 2-8 p.m. Thrift Shop (selling /sorting)

8 p.m. Joyful Noise (adult choir)
Friday 10 a.m. The Fold (bulletins)

Saturday 8:30(7:30a.m.) Womenods ( Mends)

All are welcome! Contact the office for more information

PRAYERSHAWL MINISTRY
AT MOUNT SEYMOUR

About 2 years ago, Gillian Cole came back
from visiting family in Kirkland, Washington,
excited about knitted Prayer Shawls. Some
of the members of the Wednesday Fellowship
group got excited too, and our Prayer Shawl
Ministry was born. Since then, about 40
shawls have been completed and given to
those in need. Sometimes called Comfort
Shawls, Peace Shawls or Mantles, the knitter
begins each shawl with prayers and blessings.
Prayers are continued throughout the
creation of the shawl. Whe n completed it is
offered for prayers and blessings from the
wider community and presented to the
chosen recipient.

Recipients could be those undergoing medical
procedures, bereavement, marriage, birth of

a baby - times of concern and joy dany time
we wish for someone to know that we care
about them.

We welcome anyone who would like to
participate by knitting, donating yarn or
money to purchase yarn. Call Gillian at
(604)988-2953.
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teach children the art of using
religious language 2parable,
sacred story, silence and
liturgical action 2to help them
become more fully aware of
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from www.godlyplay.com

Library Update

Did you know that the
library has moved into
the Sherwood Lounge
(next to the kitchen)?
Drop by, curl up on the
couch or sign out a book.
Interested in helping in
the library? Contact
Kathryn in the office.
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The children have continued engaging

dr enodos

their faith through Godly Play. Most
recently the younger children have
been exploring 06T
story throughout Lent, looking at the
lif e of Jesus from birth to death and
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leadership in Godly Play are
Storytellers, who become familiar

with a script and props to tell a story
each week, and Greeters, who
welcome children into the room and
help keep them focused on the story

resurrection.

Meanwhile the older

and their response work.

children worked hard preparing the

Sunday.

Godly Play is a program that engages

not only the faith of the children, but
also the adults who help to lead

been helping out.

Youth Group News

The Youth Group has been settling into
our new format on Sunday nights of
Junior Youth (11-12) from 6:30-8:30pm
and Senior Youth (13+) from 7:30-
8:30pm. In March we attended a Night
of Praise worship service at St.
Andrewds Wesl ey Ui
we are looking forward to a Youth
Leadership Day at Knox United Churct
in April and a sleepover here at Mount
Seymour in May. The special events
are exciting occasions, but the
importance of youth group is in the
regular community that gathers on
Sunday night to check-in, play games,
drink tea, share stories about our lives
and pray together.

Easter marks our three-month
anniversary of no broken pots in the

dramatic worship shared on Palm

Just ask some of the folks who have
The two roles for

We have a small number of people
who are very dedicated to Godly Play,
and we will need to expand this group
to share the work around. Stay tuned
for opportunities to learn more about
it. Godly Play before the summer, and
talk to me at anytime if you are
interested in helping out.

church! Now if we could just figure o ut

how to prevent inju

Both  Children and Youth shared
leadership of my covenanting service at
Mount Seymour on March 27", which was
a beautiful and significant experience for
me. Deepest gratitude to all who helped
shape this powerful, intergenerational
evening, and to those who came to offer
witness and support. | truly belong here.

ONo house should e
on anything. It should be of the hill.
Belonging to it. Hill and house should
live together each the happier for the

ot her . 6 ~ Frank LI

Submitted by Wade Lifton

Faith in Action

- Second Hour Presentations
One Sunday each month after worship, a member of the
congregation or an invited guest(s) talk about outreach
work that they are involved in. This is a great op portunity
to learn more about how others are making a difference
and ways that you can put your faith into action. Childcare
and snacks for children are provided.

On Sunday, April 15 after worship, Judy Ashbourne will
do a presentation on The Office of

the Ombudsmen.

Plan to drop by for a couple of hours to
help during the day. You can sign up for a
particular job at the Action Table or at the
office.

CHURCHSPRINGCLEAN-UP
(INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
SAT., MAY 12 FROM9 A.M.-4 P. M.




