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Children & Youth Minister Wade Lifton

Mount Seymour United
Church doesn’t look
that different from oth-
er churches but Chil-
dren and Youth Minis-
ter, Wade Lifton, wants
you to know that Mount
Seymour is a Differ-
ent Kind of Church
— where children are an
important part of expe-
riencing the sacred in
community. “We focus
on creating a space for
everyone - ail ages and
backgrounds,”  says
Wade. “There aren’t a
lot of places anymore

P where people of allages

Mount Seymour

United Church

get to build friendships
and learn from each
other.”

Walking intc the church

. on a Sunday morning
you'll: see kids sitting
~on a colourful, blanket,

keeping their hands
busy while Reverend
Nancy Talbot speaks
from the pulpit a few
feet away. Parents with
babies and young tod-
dlers watch and listen
from the nursery. Youth
sit in the back and fin-
ish texting their last
message before the
service starts. “We tell

people to come as they
are which means kids

are allowed 1o be Kids.
The days of expect-
ing chiidren to be still
and silent in church are
over.”

“The freedom and en-

couragement of . the .

children helps me to
refax - in church,”

o Oct. 18: The God | Don’t Believe In

° Oct 25: Jesus Who Didn’t Die for My Sms

says

Cindy, a congregatioh"

member and parent.

Part way throughf the

morning, youth. go to

their programs, and the

children head to one of
two Godly Play class-
rooms. Godly Play is a
Montessori based ap-
proach to spiritual for-
mation and
education that is used

in churches all over the:

world. Children are in-
dividually
at the door and invited

into a classroom with
beautifully crafted sto-.
ries and a variety of

response materials. To-

gether they experience

a story, wonder about
the story’s meaning,

and ihen choose ma-

terials and activities to

participate in. Through
this discovery process.
children learn and prac--
tice ~ expressing - and-
exploring .the sacred.:
“They are not told what. -

° Nov. 1 The Bible God Dldn’t Wnte
‘o Nov. 8 The Heaven I’m Not Dymg to Get Into

Fm' past sermens see websﬁe

1o respond with.”

religious-

welcomed”

to believe. We trust their
experiences of ths divine”

says Lifton.

ry, wonder about the
story’'s meaning, and
then choose materials

Vikki, a parent of two,
says,

- | feel just so blessed
tohave moved to a

“Together
they experience a sto-

o avallabie.

“What a great
place Mt Seymour is’

- community  with- such-
~an amazing church to .
raise -my Kids .in. and
grow with myselff.” -

Join us oh-Sunday
and bring the kids._._.- o
- Nursery care is '




